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Tue R.C.V.S. SuBscrRIPTION. 


Subscriptions to the R.C.V.S. are still ‘flowing in 
steadily, though not, of course, as in the earlier 
months. Every week sees a few added to the 
total; and we can form a rough estimate of what 
the full amount received in 1916 is likely to be. 
It should exceed £850 —it will do so, if a donation 
voted by one Veterinary Society is paid in before 
the year ends, and it may do so without that. A 
concluding spurt by the profession might bring it 
above £900. We should like to see it reach £1000; 
but there are now only six weeks to the end of the 
year, and only early action on the part of lagging 
subscriberrs can bring it to that figure. 

On the whole, the present result is not at all 
bad. It is far less than will be obtained under the 
Bill; but any voluntary subscription always will 
be so. On the other hand, it is far more than 
would have been obtained had not the Council 
themselves asked for subscriptions. Voluntary 
subscribing went on in previous years; but the 
annual totals were comparativély small. This 
year, for the first time, the Council asked for sub- 
scriptiors; and the result has been a great increase. 
We have the chance of making that result even 
better before this year ends; and—what is even 
more important—we have the responsibility of 
maintaining equally good results for future years. 

We all know what the Council asked—that each 
member should subscribe one guinea annually, just 
as if the Bill were already law, until such time as 
it becomes law. Those who have subscribed 
already are those who will best understand the 
importance of subscribing again next year—the 
essential feature of the subscription is its annual 
continuity, and this cannot be over-emphasised. 
No one is expected to subscribe twice during any 
one year ; everyone is asked to subscribe once each 
year. There are still very many members who 
have not yet subscribed at all; though some of 
them intend to do so. The question for each of 
these is when his subscription shall commence. In 
1916 ?—in 1917—-or —? There ought to be only 
one answer. 

Let each man send his first guinea before the end 
of 1916, and renew the subscription any time 
during 1917. The 1916 total is not yet as high as 
could be desired; and apart from the total it is | 

distinctly desirable on other grounds that the’ 
burden should be equalised as much as possible. 





THE INFLUENCE OF BREED UPON THE 
CoMPOSITION OF THE Equine BLOoop. 


Yakimoff and Kohl have published an account of 
experiments they have made upon this question 
(Monat. fiir prakt. Tier.). The blood of the horse 
has been studied from almost all points of view, 
but without taking the differences caused by diver- 
sity of breed into account. The authors have 
carried out their comparative study upon 28 stall- 
ions. Twenty of these were of well-determined 
breed (eight thoroughbreds, five Percherons, three 
Suffolks, two Ardennes, one Brabangon, and one 
Clydesdale), and eight were of common breeds. 
The investigations were directed upon (1) the num- 
ber of erythrocytes, (2) the number of leucocytes, 
{3) the species of leucocytes, (4) the alkalinity of 
the blood, and (5) the specific gravity. The results 
are summarised as follows ;— 

The number of red globules is generally highest 
in thoroughbreds, and decreases in the following 
scale. The authors’ average figures are—thorough- 
breds, 9,428,000, Brabangon 8,912,000, Suffolk 
8,804,000, Percherons 8,792,000, and Clydesdale 
8,208,000. These are only average figures; and it 
is necessary to take into account the very consider- 
able individual differences, for the extreme figures 
obtained in each breed are wide apart. The authors’ 
extreme figures for thoroughbreds are 8,368,000 
and 9,488,000, and for Percherons 7,832,000 and 
9,752,000, According to the authors the difference 
may reach 2,500,000 in individuals. 

The number of leucocytes is not sensibly influ- 
enced by the breed. 

Species of leucocytes - the authors have observed 
that the percentage of polyneuclears is higher in 
the thoroughbreds than in other breeds, and that 
the proportion of lymphocytes is a little less. The 
eosinophiles have no fixed proportion, and the 
mono-neuclears are most frequent in the thorough- 
bred. 

The specific gravity does not vary with the breed. 
The alkalinity of the blood is much more marked in 
the thoroughbred. The blood of the youngest 
horses is the most alkaline. 

Work is an important factor in modifying the 
composition of the blood. The blood of thorough- 
breds, and of half-breds used for fast work, is the 
richest in erythrocytes and the most alkaline. This 
may represent a relation with the energy of the 
processes of oxidation.—(Revista de Veterinaria 
Militar.). 

Chronic MeTRITIS AND PYOMETRITIS IN THE 

Brircn AnD Cart. 
Prof. Charmoy, in 1913, communicated an essay 


‘upon this subject to the Central Society of Veter- 
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inary Medicine. These affections are especially 
frequent in the cat, without doubt on account of 
the great development of the reproductive faculty. 
Opportunities of entrance for the bacilli are very 
frequent; and abortions and difficult parturitions 

it a definite uterine infection. Thus arises 
metritis, and afterwards, in the cases in which the 
uterine neck is occluded by a mucous plug or by a 
spasm of its muscular coats, pyometritis. 

The symptoms of chronic metritis are well 
known; and the author only occupies himself with 
those of pyometritis. The first one which attracts 
attention is a progressive augmentation of the 
volume of the abdomen. This may be thought to be 
due to gestation; but the animal comes to term 
and shows no symptom of parturition. The veter- 
inary surgeon is then called in. Usually, the pres- 
sure of the pus suffices to overcome the resistance 
which the uterine neck opposes to it; and it es- 
capes to the exterior. This escape is usually ac- 
companied by a diminution of the volume of the 
abdomen. The neck then becomes closed ; and the 

us, which continues to collect, dilates the uterine 
orns anew until it restores them to the previous 
condition. 

The slow and progressive augmentation of the 
dimensions of the abdomen and the intermittent 
discharge of pus from the vulva, accompanied by a 
notable descent of the abdomen at the moment of 
the discharge, are pathognomic signs of pyometritis. 
Other symptoms, although secondary, should be 
mentioned. Abdominal palpation, which is usually 
somewhat painful, gives the impression of liquid 
contained in a sac within the abdominal cavity ; 
and it is sometimes possible clearly to distinguish 
the distended uterine horns. Sometimes general 
symptoms of illness are arn | absent; there is no 
fever, the animal preserves her appetite, and at 
most a little constipation is noticed. As a rule, 
however, the appetite is capricious, attacks of fever 
occur, and the animal becomes progressively thin- 
ner and finally dies in a profound cachexia. 

The symptoms first mentioned differentiate pyo- 
metritis from ascites very well; but, in cases of 
doubt, an exploratory puncture with a very fine 
trocar may be made to render the diagnosis certain. 
As a rule, however, this operation is contra-indi- 
cated on account of the lack of elasticity in the 
uterine walls, which may allow the pus to escape 
into the peritoneal cavity and so cause death. 

The prognosis of chronic metritis and of pyo- 
metritis is grave; because both conditions cause 
death from cachexia. Catheterism and intra-uterine 
injections, which are possible in large dogs, are 
very difficult to accomplish in small animals and 
even impossible in cats. Moreover, washing out 
with antiseptics is almost always disappointing. 
The only treatment that is truly curative is total 
hysterectomy ; but this is a delicate and dangerous 
operation, and its results are uncertain. The author 
has tised it on four bitches and six cats, and 
only obtained four recoveries—two in each species. 
The cat appears to be less resistent than the bitch. 
—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Veterinaria). 


THE ACTION OF THE HEALTHY EQUINE URINE 
UPON GLANDERS Baci.Ltt. 


Nencioni has published a series of experiments, 


which he reports in minute detail, upon this subject 
(Il nuovo Ercolani). His conclusions are thus 
summarised :— 


1. The horse's urine kills virulent glanders bacilli 
in a maximum time of forty hours, and a minimum 
of thirty hours. 

2. Filtration through a Chamberland F filter 
does not deprive the urine of its microbicidal pro- 
perty, which excludes the hypothesis that this may 
be due to a concurrence of micro-organisms. 

3. Heating at 100°C. for twenty minutes does 
not modify the microbicidal property of normal 
urine against glanders bacilli. 

4. The glanders bacillus preserves its pathogenic 
power longer in water than in the urine of the 
healthy horse. The microbicidal action of the 
normal urine cannot, therefore, be attributed to a 
hydrolytic phenomenon.——( Revista de Veterinaria 
Militar.). 


A METHOD OF TREATING AcUTE LaMINITIS, 


Perol describes the following method of sympto- 
matic treatment of acute laminitis, by which he 
claims that it is possible to avoid many cases of 
chronic laminitis. The method consists in injecting 
a fresh solution of 0.5 gramme of cocaine hydro- 
chloride in 20 c.c. of distilled water upon the track 
of the plantar nerve. The solution is prepared at 
the time, or should be very recent. The injection 
should be made upon the posterior border of the 
vasculo-nervous track in the fetlock region; and 
5c.c. of the solution is injected along the course of 
the nerves. The benefit is immediate; and the 
horse may then be taken into and left in a bath of 
running water. The author also bleeds, and applies 
a mustard plaster to the thorax, removing it after 
two hours. Of fifteen horses of the French army 
thus treated not one has developed chronic lamin- 
itis. Complete recovery is not delayed beyond the 
sixth day.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W. RC. 





IODINE AND CHLOROFORM IN 
WOUND TREATMENT. 


Dr. G. J. Goubeaud, p.v.s., Flushing, Long Island, 
New York, in a paper read at a meeting of the New 
York City V.M.A., gives the following experience of 
this treatment:— [Abridged]. 


“About eight years ago I read an article in the Thera- 
peutic Gazette, a journal published in Chicago, devoted 
to human medicine, in which the author advocated the 
employment of iodine and chloroform for disinfection of 
wounds before suturing them. 

It appears that this human physician was employed 
by a firm which had a very large number of employees 


in a manufacturing establishment, and the cases. of 


injury were numerous—lacerated and contused wounds 
filled with and foreign matter, and no matter 


how much he would attempt to thoroughly wash the 
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wounds his efforts were unsuccessful, and healing took 
place by pus-formation. He employed iodine crystals 
in a chloroform solution. The results which he reported 
were most gratifying, and I felt that if he were success- 
ful there was no reason why I should not be. We have 
the same conditions te contend with in so far as regards 
dirt and filth, and I therefore, decided to give this 
treatment a trial, and to say the least the results werc 
most pleasing. ; 

I have seen wounds which were a combination of 
laceration and contusion ; muscles torn and skin ragged, 
the exposed structures tilled with dirt, grease and other 
foreign mutter, and I applied iodine solution after as 
much foreign matter as it was possible to remove had 
been removed ; thoreughly dried the wound with ab- 
sorbent cotton, and then applied in liberally the 
iodine solution. The only antiseptic that was employed 
later on was a weakened solution of the iodine, and the 
results have been uniformly successful. The wounds 
healed most rapidly, and there was usually no pus- 
formation, and when this did occur, the injection of 
iodine in mild solution caused the c ‘or | up of the 
wound. Large weunds that would ordinarily take from 
a month to six weeks, if not longer, to heal so that the 
animal would be able to work, now heal in from ten to 
twenty days. 

I am the veterinarian for the First Cavalry, National 
Guard, New York. and during the manceuvres it was 
common for me to dress twice a day, somotimes more 
often, from 50 to 150 sore backs, withers and forearms. 
These wounds were caused by the saddle or girth, large 
stick-fasts resulted, which in some cases were so severe 
as to incapacitate about 50 per cent. of these horses for 
further work. Those who have had any dealings with 

k animals know to what extent these wounds will 
incapacitate an animal, and they also know too well the 
complications. 

At our annual manceuvres the only thing I dreaded 
was the wounds caused by saddle and girth, for I knew 
that for two or three months after, some of these 
cases would have to be seen and treated daily. The 
various lotions, sedatives, antiseptics and healing pow- 
ders were employed, but they were not only in some 
cases of no use, but in a very large number of cases they 
aggravated the condition to such an extent that I be- 
lieve a large number would have done better if only 
plain water were employed. 

After trying iodine and iodized vaseline, I am happy 
to state that the manceuvres have no more terrors for 
me. It is rare that we have a wound that does not heal 
within ten days of its infliction and leave no evidence 
of its existence. Iodine now must be in the medicine 
chest for each individual troop in the regiment, and 
upon the first evidence of chafe this agent is immed- 
a applied. i 

When the subject is first looked at, the application of 
iodine in chloroform, or the simple tincture as I now 
employ, appears to be heroic. The idea of painting over 
and saturating thoroughly a wound, and applying an 

nt as powerful as iodine seems to be very very drastic. 

e are all taught that foreign material must be removed 
from cell structure before union will take place—that 
the application of any foreign matter will prevent heal- 
ing, and union by first intention will nottake place ; 
but apply iodine thoroughly to a wound, suture it if 
necessary, use little, or preferably no water, and note 
the result. I have had a wound 18 inches long, lacer- 
ated and contused, filled with foreign matter, painted 
with tincture of iodine, sutured and dressed with tinc- 
ture of iodine daily. The wound healed rapidly, no 
pus-formation took place, and the animal was placed to 
work exactly fourteen days after the accident occurred. 

In this locality where my practice is, tetanus is one of 
the commonest affections that I know of, Septicemia 
and tetanus will not occur if this agent is employed 





liberally to wounded or abraded surfaces. This case 
will serve to illustrate it :— 

A client of mine had a horse which stepped upon the 
sharp point of a harrow. The prong entered the point 
of the frog and came out below the fleshy part of the 
heel. There was an abundance of dirt in this wound. 
The animal bled profusely and the frog was almost half 
torn from its sensitive structure. A cana! extended 
from point of frog to the fetlock. My probe could feel 
sand and dirt in this opening—I flushed this canal 
thoroughly with tincture of iodine, applied an absorbent 
cotton compress, and injected the animal with 1,500 
units tetanus anti-toxin. The driver of this horse, in 
his efforts to remove the harrow, stepped upon one of 
its teeth and punctured the sole of his foot. This man 
gave the wound such attention as he deemed necessary 
and went on about performing his labour. Seven da 
afterwards this horse was put to work, and suai 
twelve days afterwards this man died from lockjaw in 
the Flushing Hospital. 

I had a similar case in which the animal ran away 
and fractured the os corona of left hind leg, and had a 
slight lacerated wound upon the right knee. The frac- 
tured pastern was placed in plaster of paris, the wound 
which was filled with dirt from the hothouse beds was 
washed thoroughly, then dried, and iodine applied twice 
a day. The workman, who was a foreigner, was arrang- 
ing the sash in this hothouse when he cut his foot. 
Little or oo attention was paid so it. Two months 
afterwards the horse was put to work. Fifteen days 
after the accident to the horse and also the accident to 
the man, the man developed tetanus and died.— The 
American Veterinary Review. 








THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—IrisH BRanocu.] 
(Concluded from p. 201.) 


THOROUGHPINS. 


Mr. Macee: I have two cases of enormous thorough- 
ins, and I have been told that applications are not 
ikely to be of any , and that the only thing is an 

operation of some kind. Firing and an injection of 

iodine have also been suggested, and I would like to 

know which to do. The owner in one case is very keen 

oo naang an operation, the other has tried the James’ 
ister. 

Prof. O’Connor: I had remarkably good results with 
the injection of iodine in a case of a huge thoroughpin 
which was present for more than twelve months, causing 
very severe lameness, in a six-year-old cart geldi , 

ur. MaGEE said the thoroughpins in the cases he re- 
ferred to were enormous. 

The CuarrmMan: Don’t touch them. Don’t put ona 
blister. Try binding, and in six months they will have 
disappeared. I have a horse to-day which about six 
months ago had a hock as large as you ever saw. No- 
thing was done for it ay © massaging and plenty of 
brushing. He was never left a day out of work, and 
the hock is practically normal to-day. 

Prof. O’Connor: Mr. Daly told us once that he had 
an invaluable cure in equal parts of rectified spirits of 
tar and linseed oil. 

Mr. Macze: Mr. J. Carpenter, of Drogh told me 
he treated a great many thoroughpins, and he could 
nearly always get them right by putting on a shoe with 
high calks on the affected limb, and giving Glauber 

ts every day. 

Mr. Witxrnson : And giving the animal rest. 

The Cuarrman: The horse I refer to never had a 
day’s rest. 
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Mr. Witxinson: They disappear very mysteriously. 
Mr. Norris: Did your cases appear to be very pain- 
ful, Mr. Magee? ? ; 
_ Mr. Macee: They never showed signs of pain at any 
time. 
HELOPHILUS PEDULIUM. 


Prof. Craic produced a specimen of rat-tail larva, the 
larva of Helophilus pedulium. These larvz are some- 
times passed by herbivora or found in the alimentary 
canal at a post-mortem examination. bn live and 
develop in small streams or stagnant pools, and are 
taken up in the drink water. They look somewhat like 
bots, but are provided with long tails, the breathing 
tubes, which project above the water. They do not 
appear to cause any serious trouble. 


MILK FEVER. 


The CuarRMAN : Sometimes a man has done so well 
that he makes up his mind that he is never going te 
fail, but I had a different experience. Every man has 
had to do with milk fever, and he becomes so successful 
that if he gets there in time it would be impossible to 
fail. Fora good many years I do not remember of a 
case going wrong, and I suppose I thought I had a cure 
that was absolutely perfect. On the 5th of April I was 
called at five o’clock in the evening to see a cow that 
calved that morning at seven o’clock. She was a short- 
horn cow, and had no trouble in calving. It was a 
typical case of milk fever. She was down, and pullin 
herself about, and a couple of men were trying to hold 
her. I pumped up the udder in the usual fashion, but 
before I finished she was absolutely comatose. I[ 
thought she would be up in three or four hours, but at 
ten o'clock that night a message came to me that she 
was not up, and she was absolutely unconscious. I[ 
pumped up again. In a bad case of milk fever I do not 
care to administer anything in the way of a drench, and 
I do not think she wanted it. I thought she would be 
better in the morning. In the morning she was still 
unconscious, and she made no ny at any time in 
the way of recovery. I tried to get her up, and again 
had her given a good hard rubbing. I sent for the pro- 
bang and gave her a pint-and-a-half of strong coffee 
made in milk, and gave her an injection of strychnine. 
We made her clean and comfortable. In the middle of 
the day she was still in the same condition, and on the 
second evening, about five o'clock, I went back to the 
old treatment of potassium iodide. She remained still 
the same, and died early in the morning. She had 
made no effort, and all the time until she died she lay 
in a heap, just breathing. 

I had in the meantime searched for every treatment 
that had ever been adopted in milk fever cases. I found 


yanees the udder, and the next day she was perfectly 


well. 

A couple of weeks ago I went to a farm to castrate 

some calves. There was one yearling bull not able to 

urine. He was in a shocking filthy state, and smell- 
ing terribly. We turned him up and found an elliptical 
patch, about 12 inches in diameter, sloughing away, ex- 
tending from in front of the scrotum, including the sheath 
and penis. It was held on by little pre of tissue. Iitore 
the whole thing away, including the skin. After I got 
it away, much to my surprise the penis sleughed away, 
dribbling from the stump that remained. 

The other day I was called to see a mare that had 
foaled some five days previously, and had had some 
little difficulty in foaling. The man described the mare 
to me as having something sticking out behind from the 
vaginal passage. We have all heard of cases of vaginal 
tumours, and as this was her first foal, the conclusion I 
arrived at was that it was one of these tumours, or that 
it might be on the urinary bladder. The next day the 
man said: “ You must come and see this mare, she is 
straining, getting sick, and losing her milk.” T went 
there and found that the mare’s bladder was out. It 
had been out for five days, but I worked it back, and 
she has been well since. 

Prof. O'Connor: You did not put in any contrivance 
to prevent a recurrence ? 

he CuarnMAN: No. I think it would be rather 
hard to put it out simply by straining, except at the 
time of foaling. 

Mr. Norris: Was it much exposed to the air? 

The CuarnMAN: The lips of the vulva were open as 
well as the bladder. It did not seem like the bladder 
at all. 

Mr. MacEE: What size was it? 

The CuarRMAN: About the size of two fists. The 
thing is to make sure of the bladder, and that it is put 
back in its proper position. I could not attempt to use 
the catheter, but I generally use a smear of vaselin to 
secure that the uterus and bladder go into their normal 
position. There is no royal road in these cases. 
experience in these cases is that where it has to be put 
back the less interference with the uterus the better. I 
would be very much inclined to leave very well alone. 

The CuarRMAN : There are some of these forms which 
may disappear, in others you may have to remove them. 
You will meet a vaginal tumour that, when you press 
it, you will find is an accumulation of fluid. 

Mr. Mace: I refer to cases where it was hard in 
consistence, you could feel the fibroid. 

The CuarRMAN: In various positions you will meet 
an accumulation of fluid. That is one of the surprises 
in store for you. You will meet cases where you think 
you have found a testicle, and it is an accumulation of 


someone had tried peroxide of hydrogen, and filled her | fluid 


up with a solution. 

I gave an injection of adrenalin: but after having 
been four days unconscious, and never making one effort 
towards recovery, she died. I have never seen a similar 
case. She got a glass of whiskey iu addition to the 
coffee as a stimulant. 

Mr. Doyie: You did not hold a post-mortem ? 

The Cuatrman: No. 

Mr. Dore: I had a case something like that. I held 
a post-mortem, and found a rupture of the true stomach. 
She only lived twenty-four hours. She was a typical 
case of milk fever. 

The Cuarrman : In another case, where the cow had 
calved the previous night, and ny py | was noticed 
wrong the next morning. When I got there she was 
standing in the middle of a loose-box, swaying from 
side to side. As she had been standing that way for 
several hours and had not gone down, [ did not make 
up my mind that it was a case of milk fever, but I 





uid. 

Mr. Maaze: I had a couple of cases which I thought 
were testicles, and they turned out to bea : two 
in foals, one in an aged horse. I was in censultation 
with Mr. Freeman, and he was as wise as I was in one 
case. 

The CuaiRMAN : The owner may say to you that the 
handy man must not have taken out the testicle. You 
are satisfied that you have got a testicle, you press it 
and find it is like testicle. The spermatic muscle is 
still in existence, and you will make a very nice dis- 
covery. i 

Mr. Macze: I had that experience. 

Mr. Norris said fibroma of the vagina might dis- 

a } 
. he CuariRMAN: I remove a tumour from a mare if I 
am absolutely satisfied it would not disappear except by 
taking it out. My idea is that they grow and lie there 
quietly, and are only pushed out at the period of part- 
urition. Sometimes they do not\come out. 
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Mr. MacgeE: In these cases of disappearance, perhaps 
they do not disappear in reality. The horse would not 
be allowed to go on the mare in one case I had until I 
had given my word they had disappeared. 

The CHarRMAN : I believe that was fluid, then. 

Prof. Craic: I think hemorrhoids is what you de- 
scribe—not hematoma. 

The CHarRMAN: An accumulation of fluid giving the 
appearance of fibrous tumour. 

Mr. MaGeE: Under the mucous membrane of the 
vagina. 
be CuarrMaNn: I have had cases that went away 
when you punctured them. Sometimes you will find 
the tumour with a lot of fluid in it when you tap it. I 
am perfectly certain you will find an accumulation of 
ad chee you are in a position to make an examina- 
tion That will sometimes occur where you think you 
are 7 with a tumour that has all that appearance 
and feel. 

Mr. Norris proposed vote of thanks to the members 
who had brought forward specimens and notes of cases 
for discussion. He had never better enjoyed a meeting 
than this one. 

Mr. DoLan seconded. 

The CuarrMaN: Mr. Magee has made a wonderful 
innovation in the conduct of our programme: it has 
been the most interesting that has been introduced for a 
long time. 

f. O'Connor: It has been much more interesting 
than a yee. ; 

The Cuarrman : I think we should have it as part of 
our programme for the future—to spend some time dis- 
eussing cases brought before us. It would be an ad- 
vantage. (Hear, hear). 

The vote of thanks was passed unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was passed 
on the motion of Mr. Norris, seconded by Mr. Magee, 
concluded the business of the meeting. 


J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Sec. 








THE MeLBouRNE UNIVERSITY VETERINARY ScHOOL. 
To the Editor of the The Veterinary Record. 


Lark Hill, Salisbury, 
England, 6/11/16. 


Sir,—In a recent editorial, when discussing the appli- 
cation recently made by the Melbourne University 
Veterinary School to have its graduates recognised by 

R.C.V.S., you refer to certain “reticences” in the 
“body of the memorial itself,” and that “they all con- 
cern the important subjects of veterinary medicine and 
surgery, and they affect almost everything pertaining to 

teaching, examination, and facilities for clinical 
observation.” ill you permit me, as a graduate of the 
School in question, to encroach on yonr space with a 
word on the subject ! 

The three main subjects taught in the fourth (final) 
year for the de are Veterinary Medicine, Surgery, 
and Pathology, the amount of time given to each being 
about equal. I shall only refer to the subjects medicine 
and surgery, as these subjects seem to be those concern- 
ing which there is a certain amount of misunderstanding 
and obscurity. 

In order to equip the student with an efficient clinical 
knowledge of both subjects a hospital is run in connec- 
tion with the School. It is open to receive all classes of 
cases save those from persons in a position to pay for 
professional advice, for the clinic is essentially a free 
one. Private practitioners can introduce cases, although 
the privilege is comparatively rarely availed of, except 
in cases needing special operative attention. Students 
are required to spend every afternoon of the week dur- 


ing the fourth year in the hospital, lecture work being 
usually — by midday. What may have hap- 
ned since I left the College I do not know, but when 
was a student we found that the number of cases 
admitted provided ample work for us all. 

The statement in the calendar that students will be 
given facilities to perform all the operations on the dead 
subject is quite true, but I do not remember any major 
operation usually performed in veterinary surgery by 
the ordinary practitioner which I did not see demon- 
strated on the living animal; and not only are they 
demonstrated but the student was frequently detailed 
te take charge of cases and perform the operative work 
himself, under the supervisiou, of course, of the lec- 
turers. The statement is capable of the suggestion that 
all operative work is performed on cadavers, but, as one 
who has been aerek ie School, I must say that any- 
one taking this view is entirely misled. Operations on 
the dead formed but a small part of the students’ work, 
and in reality were mostly done while practising the 
less common operations. 

A student in turn had charge of the hospital each 
week and was required to personally supervise the 
dressing of all cases,—in other words, he acted as “hos- 
pital surgeon” for the week; in addition, he was 
required to “live-in” at a practice, as it is called in 
England, for two months A the year in order to gain 
some knowledge ot the internal running of a practice. 

You further remark that in the curriculum there is 
no evidence to show that students going through the 
course are sufficiently trained in that important branch 
of work—the examination of horses for soundness. But 
this does not mean that such teaching was lacking. 
Examination for soundness was one of the strong fea- 
tures of the clinical work of the School. 

The examination in surgery consists of two parts— 
written and practical. Now, {as it was impossible to 
collect a number of cases for operation at once, the 
practical examination was held on a recently destroyed 
animal. As far as I can remember, here are three of the 
operations set :— 

1. Trephine the maxillary and frontal sinuses as in 
the operation for the removal of pus from these areas. 

2. Remove the mucous membrane of the lateral ven- 
tricle of the larynx as in the operation for “roaring.” 

3. Ovariotomy of the bitch. 

I leave it to your oaety to judge as to whether these 
are proper and sensible questions to ask in a practical 
examination in veterinary surgery. 

ln regard to medicine, the work done was on a par 

with surgery, as the hospital was open to both medical 
and surgical cases; and as students we were given an 
quatay to study the symptoms and clinical courses 
of the majority of cases as met with in ordinary 
practice. 
_ There are some specific types of cases that we do not 
see—thanks to our quarantine laws—notably glanders 
and mange; but I think that most of us who have been 
in England during the period of the war will return 
with a working knowledge of both. 

I hope, sir, that although I have only stated in a very 
eneral and brief way, and without the least attempt at 
etail, the hospital work during my own final year, I 
have helped to enlighten some of those who may have 
thought that, because there was not enongh detail given 
under the headings “Veterinary Medicine” and “Veter- 
inary Surgery,” in the curriculum of the Melbourne 
University Veterinary School, these were treated as 
minor subjects. Such is not the case, but these two 
subjects, the ~—— and application of which the 
aay of us depend upon for a living, are treated 
with the time and attention due to them.-- Yours, etc., 

Joun Leao, Capt. 4.a.v.c. 





(Graduate 1913.) 
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ANNUAL RKEporT OF THE CIVIL VETERINARY DEPART- 
MENT, UNITED PROVINCES, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
Marcu 31st, 1916. [Abridged.] 


Extract from covering letter from the Director, 
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, United 
Provinces, to the Secretary to Government, United 
Provinces, Industries Department, Naini Tal, dated 
Lucknow, 7th July, 1916. 


“The usefulness of preventive inoculation is every 
year becoming more generally recognised ; but to ensure 
the best results it may prove necessary to introduce 
measures to enforce inoculation in particular areas. 
case came to my notice in which a village of Brahmans 
refused to have any of their cattle treated, and it served 
as a centre of infection to the surrounding villages. 
Their cattle were employed in carting cane to a sugar 
factory and were undoubtedly instrumental in spreading 
ee among other cattle employed on the same 
work. 

Increased use is being made of the veterinary hospi- 
tals and dispensaries. Many district boards have pro- 
vided substantial buildings with good quarters, and it 
must be a satisfaction to them that the money spent has 
been put to a good purpose and that the policy adopted 
in opening these hospitals is appreciated by the public. 

The most important administrative features of the year 
were the arrangements made with the district boards for 
giving further powers of control over the district staff to 
the Civil Veterinary department, and the development 
of the scheme for distributing bulls from the Govern- 
ment farms in co-operation with district boards. 





Extract from letter from the Secretary to Govern- 
ment, U.P., to the Director of Land Kecords and Agri- 
culture, dated Naini Tal, 23rd Aug., 1916. 


“2. The excellent results secured by the Civil Veteri- 
nary department during the year under review are wel 
brought out in the report, which indicates alike the 
widening scope of the department’s work and a growing 
appreciation of it among the rural poyentee. he out- 
standing feature is undoubtedly the very considerable 
decrease in contagious disease, and in this connection I 
am to say that the Lecal Government has specially 
noticed your remarks on the subject of the hindrances 

laced in the way of the otherwise assured success of 
inoculation campaigns by the prejudice of individual 
villagers against submitting their animals to prophy- 
lactic treatment. The Lieutenant-Governor will be glad 
to consider any proposals which you may deem it 
necessary to formulate for the introduction of measures 
to enforce inoculation in particular areas. Such 
measures may be a eee Ge meg to the scienti- 
fic work in progress at the Badshahbagh Experimental 
Research Station and to the training in bacteriology 
now given to veterinary inspectors, while the growing 
realisation of the value of inoculation holds out a 

rospect of a gradual diminution of the opposition. 
The substantial increase in the number and popularity 
of veterinary dispensaries indi¢ates a growing belief in 
the benefits of modern veterinary practice, while the 
recent rapid expansion of cattle-breeding operations 
carried on bys the agency of local bodies is another 
satisfactory and favourable sign. 

3. The provincialization under the control of the 
Superintendent, Civil Veterinary department, with 
effect from the Ist April, 1916, of the entire staff of 
veterinary assistants employed by district boards can- 
not but make for greatly increased efficiency, and it is 
most untortunate that at a time when the new financial 
contracts between district boards and the Local Govern- 
ment have opened the way for a wide extension of 
veterinary activity, the heavy demands for qualified 


l1| applied until the whole dried, when the ban 





men occasioned by the war should have brought recruit- 
ment tically to a standstill. . 

4. In conclusion, I am to say that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has noted with pleasure the names of the 
officers brought to notice in the concluding ee h of 
the report. To Mr. Oliver himself the special thanks of 
Government are due alike for his contagious energy and 
for the efficient control and supervision exercised by him 
throughout the year.” 

[The foregoing extracts were to have been printed 
with the latter portion of Mr. Oliver’s report, but were 
unavoidably OF pea owing to exigencies of time and 


A | space.—Ed. V.R.] 








The use of Picric Acid in Surgery. 


Mr. Henry A. Ellis, Ex-Honorary epee Sydney 
and Coolgardie Hospitals, writing to The Lancet a few 
weeks back, said: “A few notes may not be out of 
place from one who has consistently used it during a 
goldfields practice of the last 16 years. 

The staining by picric acid which only really affects 
the cutaneous tissues is best removed by sodium bicarb., 
a hot fomentation of which will readily remove the dis- 
colouration of the skin which Major Brown mentions, 
but it will not remove it from hair or nails. Washing 
the hands in soda bicarb., besides removing the dis- 
comfort of having one’s hands stained, gets rid of the 
equally unpleasant quinine-like flavour carried by picric- 
stained fingers to any food handled. 

I found picric most efficacious dressing for all recent 
injuries, especially in head and hand. It was applied 
by soaking a small | pnn of cotton wool in 1 per cent. 
saturated lotion and applying it freely to the cut surface 
or the wound, leaving a saturated piece on for cover ; 
over this a piece of dry wool was placed, and a sentnge 
an 
wool not adhering could be removed, a hard collodion- 
like dressing resulting, which took the daily friction 
without injury. In operating it was found very effica- 
cious for all cutaneous incisions or when dry dressings 
were advisable. Wounds healed without the red sensi- 
tive line otherwise a. Its anesthetic qualities 
relieves the patient of all cutaneous pain. For hand and 
foot abrasions I never found anything that could com- 
pare with it. Bad gravel rash resulting from bicycle 
accidents healed in a day or two, which ordinarily 
would have incapacitated for a week. The abrasions 
became dry and painless. A bottle of picric was to be 
found in most of the miners camps, for its efficac 
became well known. Scalp injuries, even when compli- 
cated with fractures, swabbed out with a saturated 
solution, and then dressed with picric, healed as I have 
never seen them heal by any other process. In this 
connexion it is as well to dress every second day at first, 
as there is an organism which is capable of growing 
under a picric dressing which disintegrates the super- 
ficial layer of skin without pain and makes the wound 
look bad for a couple of days. Hot boracic acid foment 
is rapidly fatal to it. 

In regard to deeper suppurating wounds with hemo- 
lytic organisms giving grumous pus, I found picric not 
to be compared in action with pure liniment of iodine 
or a a hot iodine solution sufficiently strong 
to stain the hands of the operator deeply. The reddy, 
brick-coloured discharge is alway accompanied by tissue 


destruction. I found picric useless and iodine abso- 
lutely efficient, provided there was sufficient penetration 
to reach into all the pockets. From test-tube experi- 


ments on pus I should say that the limit of iodine lini- 
ment penetration is half an inch at most, so that if a half- 
ented pocket was left unswabbed the organism would 
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continue its tissue-destruction course, but wherever 

the iodine reached the bottom of the sinus it was abso- 

lutely fatal to hemolytic organism. This is demon- 

strated by the immediate absence of the brick colour in 

subsequent discharge. I do not think during the 20 
I have used super-iodine douches or the pure 

iniment I ever saw a failure where penetration was 
e. 

The rule in regular practice was that where it was 
desired to keep the wound or operation wet to facilitate 
discharge super-iodine was used, but where it was 
desirable to dry up, nothing equalled picric. Picric and 
iodine should never be used together or they interact 
and blister. 

The disadvantages of picric were in certain cases 
where an intolerance occurred with acute itching of 
coloured parts after continued use, due possibly to acid 
irritation of nerve endings This was easily removed by 
soda bicarb. foment. the picric being discontinued. The 
only other disadvantage was the superficial skin 
destruction when dressings were left on too long. When 
picric dressing loses its colour and becomes white it 
shows a need for dressings being changed, but some- 
times the wool coating is too hard for it to show through. 
Circumcisions dressed with picric dry have no raw 


riod. 

Picric wool made by soaking wool with picric and 
allowing it to dry makes the best dry dressing I know, 
but the wool should be cut with scissors and not torn 
when needed, as the small particles ef picric which then 
float in the air give an unpleasant taste if inhaled by 
mouth or nose. 

I can cordially endorse the plea for a more extensive 
trial of the many advantages of the use of picric as an 
immediate dressing for wounds.” 





Cat-skins as a charm. 


The following cutting comes to us from the front, 
stained with the mud of the trenches. It is pleasant to 
feel that the Editor’s den is sometimes’ remembered in 
the midst of stirring scenes :— 


“Cat-skins, which figure in Mr. Edward Lovett’s 
exhibition of London folk-lore, are prebably regarded 
as charms against consumption on the homeopathic 
principle, ‘similia similibus curantur.’ For our ances- 
tors held the belief that living cats could infect men 
with that disease. Thus Topsell, in his ‘ Four-footed 
Beasts’ (1607), says : ‘It is most certain that the breath 
and savour of cats consume the radical humour and de- 
strong the lungs, and tberefore, they which keep cats 
with them in their beds have the air corrupted, and fall 
inte several hectics and consumptions.’ It is still re- 
— as unsafe to leave cats in a room with sle2ping 

bies, not from fear of contagion, but because the ease- 
loving cat may choose the cot to sleep in, and so poss- 
ibly smother the child, as happened only a few days 
ago.”— Daily Chronicle. 


Cats and infective diseases. 


The Medical Officer of Health for Berwick announces, 
in his report, that he has made a series of microscopic 
investigations into the bacteria infesting the fur of the 
domestic cat, and he finds that there is hardly a species 
of disease-spreading bacteria that cannot be isolated 
from the cat’s fur, and in epidemics of diphtheria, pneu- 
monia, and scarlet fever it should not be forgotten what 

the domestic cat may play. Cats are a positive 
eee to children especially, and more dangerous in 
spreading disease than even the house fly. One man 
was found in a miserable house dying of consumption. 
He kept nine cats, all lean and all infected ; and these 
cats were going into neighbouring houses where children 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscription for 1916 to the College funds :— 

A. H. Leyland, Capt. a.v.c. 7? ee 
Previously acknowledged 820 17 6 
6 


£821 18 





Grant to Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 


An intimation from the Secretary for Scotland has 
been received by the Board of Management of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, to the effect that 
a further grant of £2500 towards the cost of the new 
building, and the equipment of the College, has been 
sanctioned out of the Agriculture (Scotland) Fund. 
This grant, we understand, is to be treated as if it had 
been raised locally, so that the College will be entitled 
to the equivalent from the Government. The £5000 
will greatly relieve the anxiety of those who have been 
concerned about the prospects of this College, and to 
Mr. Charles E. Price, M.P. for Central Edinburgh, 
much credit is due for his assiduous and successful 
advocacy of the claims of the institution. 





A new X-ray developer. 


In a supplement to the Scientific American there is a 
description of a new form of X-ray tube that may prove 
to be an improvement on that introduced by Mr. 
Coolidge. The essentially new feature is that the fila- 
ment producing the necessary electrons, instead of beiug 
in the centre of the cathode itself, is mounted in an 
accessory bulb placed immediately behind the cathode, 
the latter being provided with a central hole through 
which the electrons from the filament are made to pass. 


anticathode in a correspondingly small dense bundle 
giving a sharp focal point from which the X-rays emerge, 
and an almost completa freedom from stray radiations, 
which are more or less common to all tubes and a con- 
stant source of danger to all X-ray workers. The neces- 
sity for an auxiliary current to heat the filament still 
remains as in the Coolidge tube. We gather that the 
idea is of German origin, and further developments may 
not oecur during the continuance of the war. 


Dr. Ménard, the well-known director of the electro- 
radiologic service of the H6pital Cochin, has just had 
his index finger removed, another victim amongst 
workers in radiology and of the care of the wounded. 
Some little time before the war he had already lost the 
index finger of his right hand. M. Malvy, the Home 
Secretary, has just decorated him with the Legion of 
Honour, and by a decision dated Oct. 6th the War 
Minister has awarded him the gold medal of preventive 
medicine.— The Lancet. 


Shires and Joint-ill. 


At a representative meeting of the Council of the 
Shire Horse Society, 28 members being present: the 
action taken by the Clydesdale Horse Society to investi- 
gate the subject ofjjoint-ill in foals was reported, and a 
general feeling was expressed that financial and other 
support should be extended to the movement. Co-opera- 
tion would be preferable te an independent inquiry and 
further details were therefore invited. 





were being brought up. 


This hole being a small one the electrons fall on the , 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gazette, 


War Orricer, WHITEHALL, Nov. 9. 


MeERrrTorious SERVICE MEDAL. 


The King has been pleased to award the Meritorious 
Service Medal to the undermentioned in recognition of 
valuable services rendered with the armies in the field. 


S.-Sgt. (Actg.-Sgt.-Maj.) R. J. Bales, 65. 

Sgt. (A.-Farr.-S.-Sgt.) H. M. Harker, 286. 

Pte. (A.-Sgt.) A. Lee, 931. 

L.-Sgt. (A.-S.-Sgt.) J. Low, 147. 

Pte. (A.-Sgt.) W. Roullier, S.E./155. 
S.-Smith-Cpl. (A.-Farr.-8.-Sgt. (R. Woolley, 177. 


S.-Sgt.-Maj. A. J. Shirt, 49501, Can. A.V.C. 





Recuiar Forcrs ArMy VETERINARY CORPS. 


Temp. Capt. T. C. Howatson takes precedence as a 
temp. Capt. in the Corps and in the Army as if his 
promotion to that rank bore date Sept. 27. 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—J. B. Idle (Oct. 25). 

Nov. 10. 

Temp. Lieut. D. M. Ireland takes rank and precedence 
in the Corps and in the Army as if his appointment 
bore date March 27. 

Nov. 13. 

The following Majors om) Dr the rank of temp. 
Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold a special appt. :—W. B. 
Edwards, J. A. B. McGowan (March 12). 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) R. A. Gooderidge relinquishes his 
temp. rank on ceasing to be A.D.V.S. of a Division 
(March 19). 

Temp. Lieut. to be a Capt. :—L. Barnard (Oct. 27). 

Lat temp. to be temp. Capt.:—J. Sherley (Oct. 28). 

Nov. 14. 

Temp. Lieuts. to be temp. Capts. :—R. C. Moore, T. H. 
Kellett, G. Wacher (Nov. 1); W. B. MacFadzean 
o- ve C. H. Sheather, F.r.0.v.s., Z. B. Rutherford 

ov. 3). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Nov. 14. 
Capt. R. A. Edwards relinquishes his commn. on account 
of ill-health (Nov. 15). 


Canapian A.V.C. 
Nov. 9. 


Lieut. to be temp. Capt :—J. Biron (Aug. 21). 
Sgt.-Maj. to be temp. Lieut :—A. Newell, 1826. 





The following casualties are reported :— 
Missinc—Trooper G. Chatterton, 12602, Can. A.V.C. 
Drep—Pte. L. W. Horton, 14496. 

Pte. W. H. Davy, 13394. 
Sgt. P. Critchley, 90, attchd. R.F.A. 
Trooper J. A. N icholson, 113459, Can. A.V.C. 








Personal. 


Mr. JoHN Brown, F.R.C.V.8S., Invergordon, has re- 
cently shipped two Clydesdale stallions for a Canadian 
— ent—Craigie Comet (18977), a rising three- 

ear-old by Walton Comet (16856), while the dam is by 
ron Anderson (12019). The other is Craigie Brigadier 
18976) by the Dunure (16839), winner of both the 

‘awdor Cup and the Brydon Shield, and son of the 
celebrated Baron of Buchlyvie. On the dam’s side this 
colt is descended from Hiawatha (10067), and altogether 
he is a specially well-bred horse. 








OBITUARY 


Witu1amM GARRATT, M.R.C.v.S., Northampton. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1868, 


Mr. Garratt died on Nov. 5th, aged 66. 


ALEX. CHISHOLM, M.B.C.v.8., Bicester. 
1861. Graduated, Edin: April, 1881. 


“An old and respected inhabitant of Bicester, Mr. 
Alexander Chisholm, passed away on Tuesday, 7th inst., 
at his residence in —a Street. He had practised as a 
veterinary surgeon in the town for 54 years. His pro- 
fession brought him in contact with many farmers and 
residents in the surrounding neighbourhood, and con- 
sequently he had a wide circle of friends, by whom he 
was held in the highestesteem. He was of a quiet, un- 
assuming nature, and never entered public life. He 
was always recognised as a most efficient veterinary 
surgeon. In 1865 and 1866 he was appointed inspector 
for this district during the cattle plague, and was com- 
plimented by the authorities for his valued assistance in 
combating and stamping out the disease. He was in- 
spector for the Board of Agriculture under the Contag- 
ious Diseases of Animals Act, and when the duties were 
transferred to the County Council, in 1894, he was 
again appointed by that authority, and held the position 
at the time of his death. He was a member of the 
Oxfordshire Yeomanry for several years. Deceased was 
77 years of age, and leaves a large grown-up family. 

ejfuneral took place on Thursday, Nov. 9th, amidst 
every sign of respect. He was interred in the grave of 
his wife, who predeceased him by a few years 

There was a number of beautiful floral tributes, in- 
cluding one from Capt. and Mrs. H. C. Jagger.—The 
Bicester Advertiser and Mid-Ozxon Chronicle. 


W. HEpsurn, Jun., M.R.C.V.s., of the Bombay Burma 
Trading Corporation, and of Whitefield Avenue, 


Cambuslang. Graduated, N. Edin: May, 1893. 


Mr. Hepburn, Jun., died at Mandalay, Burma, of 
Blackwater fever, on the 10th inst. He was eldest son 
of the late William Hepburn, Coldstream, Berwickshire. 


ForEMan.—On 8th inst., at High Cross, Tottenham, 
Nancy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Foreman, of 
Tottenham, aged eleven months. 


DeaTuH OF AN East Ripinec VETERINARY SuRGEON. 


The funeral of the late Mr. Ernest Douthwaite, of 
Granville Terrace, Ellerby, took place in St. Mary’s 
chnrchyard, Swine. , who practised with his 
father as veterinary surgeon, was well known in the 
district, and highly respected. A keen sportsman, he 
was an ardent follower of the hounds and a member of 
the Ellerby Cricket Club. He leaves a son, Kenneth, 
who is now serving with His Majesty’s forces in France, 
and a daughter.— The Weekly News. 








Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
105 Jermyn Street, London, 8. W. 
Dear Sir, 

My attention has been drawn to a paragraph appearing 
in The Veterinary Record, of Nov. 4th, in which it is stated 
that a certain fruiterer was, on the 18th ult., at the 
Sheffield Police Court, charged with neglecting his horse, 
the charge—which was dismissed—being brought by the 
“local branch of the R.8.P.C.C."’ 

May I point out that the R.S.P.C.A, does not carry on 
its operations in Sheffield, and, therefore, was not con- 
cerned in the case in question. I should be glad if you 
will in your next issue correct the statement that has 
erroneously, though doubtless inadvertently, crept inte 
your joarnal.—Yours ee 

ONTAGUE Fow sr, 
9th Nov. Acting Chief Secretary. 
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Cruelty Charge at Croydon. 


On Saturday morning, 14thult., at the Croydon County 
Bench, William Smith, of 48 Providence Place, Epsom, 
was charged on remand with cruelly torturing a horse 
by working it whilst in an unfit state, and his employer, 
Arthur Wiltshire, of the Limes, East Street, Epsom, 
was summoned for permitting the horse to be worked. 

Mr. MacMahon represented both defendants. 

P.-c. King said at 1.20 on Friday afternoon, Oct. 6th, 
he saw Smith driving three horses attached to a timber 
lorry, on which there was a large tree. Noticing the 
centre horse to be lame he stopped the defendant. The 
off-hind leg of the animal was very much swollen, and 
there was a water-like discharge coming from it. The 
horse, when stopped, rested on the top of its hoof. Upon 
further examination he found three wounds under the 
tail. The defendant told him he had noticed these 
when he got to Carshalton Park, and let out the crupper 
two hoies. 

Cross-examined: He should say the horse was in 
pain ; he did not believe the crupper had been let out. 

Inspector Walter Bayliss, of the R.S.P.C.A., said he 
saw Smith driving the horses, and noticed the centre 
one was lame. He stopped him and said the animal 
was in pain, but Smith said: “I don’t think so,” and 
added that Mr. Coleman, the veterinary surgeon. had 
said the horse had to be worked, but admitted that that 
gentleman had not seen it for a month: for a fortnight 
the horse had been turned out to grass. Whilst the 
horse was under examination in the police yard last 
week Smith said: “I told my mate we should get into 
trouble.” In witness’s opinion the horse was incurable. 

Frank Wooff, M.R.c.v.s., stated that he had examined 
the animal and found it in good bodily condition, but 
lame on its off-hind leg. It was suffering from chronic 
swelling of the leg, reaching above the hock. There 
were also a numher of very small ulcers under the fet- 
lock joint, and the joint showed heat and pain. The 
wound was discharging a watery fluid. He examined 
the dock and found three wounds. The animal was quite 
unfit for road work. Every time it moved it was in 
pain. The pain was not due to the swelling of the leg, 
which was inconvenient to the horse, but to the ulcers. 

Cross-examined : The horse might be worked on a 
farm, but certainly not on the road. He agreed that it 
would be better to keep the horse going rather than 
allow it to remain still. 

Replying to the Chairman, witness said the wounds 
uuder the tail were about three days old when he saw 
them the previous Friday, and were probably due to a 
dirty crupper. 

The defendant Smith, on oath, said he had been in 
the employ of Mr. Wiltshire for 17 years. He was the 
horsekeeper, and looked after ten horses. The animal 
in question had had the big leg fer about six months ; 
he taken it to Mr. Coleman, and upon his instrue- 
tions worked it and applied a dressing of whitening and 
vinegar. It had always walked stiff-jointed and pointed 
its foot when resting. Inspector Bayliss had previously 
seen him with the animal and had said nothing, nor had 
the Epsom police complained. He first noticed the 
wounds under the tail when he got to Carshalton Park, 
and loosened the crupper. 

The defendant Wiltshire said he did not see the horse 
before it went out on Oct. 6th. The leg had been bad 
for about twelve months, and he had acted strictly in 
accordance with the instructions of Mr. Coleman. 

John Coleman, M.RB.C.V.8., replying to Mr. MacMahon, 
said he was consulting surgeon to big training stables 
in the South of England. He was first consnIted about 
the horse twelve months ago, and gave the directions 
mentioned by the two previous witnesses. He last saw 
the horse on the preceding Sunday. It was suffering 


from “rich man’s gout.” He had taken away some 
blood from the leg, which reduced the limp. The hotse 
would be better off by being worked seven days a week. 
Laying it up would have the effect of increasing the 
swelling of the leg, and then the horse would be in 
pain. The leg was unsightly, but there was no cruelty 
iu working it. He said there were no ulcers as 
stated by Mr. Wooff. The animal was not lame, but 
stiff-jointed. His advice was still to keep the horse 
working. 

The Chairman: If the horse was net in pain what 
was the reason it rested vn the tip of its hoof? 

Witness: I did not see him do that. 

The Chairman: But the Bench did. You talk of 
“poor man’s” and “rich man’s” gout. Do you say that 
“rich man’s” gout is not capable of causing pain ? 

Witness ! Only if the animal had an acute form. 

Thomas Dickinson, M.R.c.v.s., agreed with the last 
witness, and said the animal was not in pain. There 
were no ulcers, and the discharge was only the exuda- 
tion of lymph. He agreed also it would be better to 
work the horse seven days a week. 

The Chairman: If there was a man suffering from 
“rich man’s” gout would you advise his walking 
about ? 

Witness said the swelling would increase if the horse 
was not worked, and he could not see any difference 
between working it on the road or on the farm. 

The Bench retired to consider their decision, and 
upon returning into Court, fined Smith 10s. and Wilt- 
shire 40s., together with £1 1s. veterinary surgeon’s fee, 
and 2s. greenyard expenses.—7'he Sutton Herald. 





A question of Soundness-— Ringbone. 


At Chester County Court Judge Moss has delivered 
judgment in a horse warranty case, in which the parties 
were Edward Augustus Weiner, of Burton House, 
Rossett, plaintiff, and Mr. Richd. Weaver, horse dealer, 
of Castletown, near Malpas, defendant. The action was 
brought to recover damages amounting to £79 lls. 6d. 
in respect of an alleged breach of warranty over the sale 
of.a hunter which plaintiff bought from defendant in 
March, 1916. The facts were shortly that plaintiff 
bought from the defendant a hunter and paid £110 for 
the animal, with which it was alleged there was a 
warranty of soundness. His Honour now held this to 
be the case. Later on the plaintiff alleged that the 
horse was unsound, and that it was suffering from ring- 
bone. Defendant contended that the horse was sound. 
In the end the horse was sold by public auction at 
Crewe and realised £61 19s. Plaintiff’s claim was for 
the balance between the amount realised on the sale 
and the amount the horse had cost bim. 

His Honour said this was a most extraordinary case. 
He did not think he had ever tried a case in which there 
was such an extraordinary conflict of evidence. Plaint- 
iff called his groom and two veterinary surgeons to 
how that the horse suffered from ringbone and was 
lame. Obviously, if he suffered from ringbone he was 
unsound. Defendant, on the other hand, brought the 
man who bought the horse, and he swore the horse was 
not lame, and was perfectly sound after galloping tests. 
Four veterinary surgeons were also called, who all 
declared that the horse was perfectly sound. They 
said he had a small hoof which was slightly smaller than 
the other, but it was a perfectly healthy foot and 
there was no ringbone to be traced. He (the judge) was 
amazed at this conflict of evidence. He would have 
thought that if there was ringbone anyone acquainted 
with horses could have “spotted” it. He suggested, 
therefore, under those circumstances that the animal 








should be examined by an independent veterinary 
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surgeon whom he (the judge) would have appointed if 
the parties could not have agreed. For-some reason that 
was not done. It was then for the plaintiff to make out 
his case, and he (the judge) could not, in the face of the 
evidence of four veterinary surgeons all opposed to the 
story of the plaintiff, say that the latter had discharged 
the burden of proof which lay upon him to bring home 
the fact of unsoundness. Under those circumstances he 
must give judgment for the defendant on the ground 
that plaintiff had not discharged the burden of proof in- 
cumbent upon him of proving what he alleged to be the 
basis of his claim. He had no doubt there was a 
warranty, and he was not satisfied that the warranty 
was broken. He must fall back on the Scottish verdict 
of “not proven,” and give judgment for the defendant 
with whatever costs followed the decision. 


{No fuller report of this case appears to have reached 
us.—Ed. V.R.]. 


Instinct in Sheep. 


An interesting fact in regare to the subtlety of the 
sense by which the small fine-fleeced sheep of Shetland 
are warned that the tide is at the ebb is recalled by a 
correspondent of the Scotsman. These sheep form a 
hardy race, swift and agile, accustomed to climb rocks 
with the ease and surety of goats, and their rams are 
sometimes characterised by the presence of four horns. 
A valuable paper, he says, was read before an Edinburgh 
Natural History Society rather more than a century 
ago. The author tells how, in winter, when no food is 
provided for them, the sheep are hard put to find a 





living, many a time for weeks on end having no other 
sustenance than the seaweed growing on the shore. He 
says: “It is curious to observe with what precision 
they leave the hills and betake themselves to the sea- 
side at the moment the tide of ebb commences. This I 
can state to be an absolute fact, although I am utterly 
unable to explain by what process of sensation or 
instinct it is effected. From remaining quiet on the 
hills, and endeavouring to browse on their summits, a 
whole flock is seen suddenly to run towards the sea- 
shore, and on observing the state of the tide, it is found 
that the water has just begun to recede.” 





Sheep Stocks in North America. 


According to the American Sheep Breeder the sheep 
industry in the States is in a very bad way. It says: 
“ Without woollen clothing and meat the peop'e would 
have a sorry time. The great European war and 
Britain’s manipulation of the world’s wool and meat 
supply show how woe cace | dependent is the United 
States on its own resources for meatand clothing. With 
a population of one hundred million people, who accord- 
ing to Government statistics, consume more meat = 
capita than any other nation in the world, and with less 
than 50,000,000, sheep, growing only one half of the 
wool required to clothe the people, we are up againt a 
grave problem. Thinking people are everywhere raising 
the question of an adequate sheep supply. For six 
naan trade organisations, commercial associations, 
bankers, legislators, State officials, agricultural colleges, 
wool dealers, manufacturers, and others have held meet- 
jngs to discuss the subject.” 
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Anthrax = Glanders.t ‘een Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- - | Sheep Pe 
Period. breaks mals.| Out- | Ani- |breaks| mals, an | Ani- Scab.| Onut- | Slaugh- 
breaks) mals. am: "| - breaks | tered. * 
ee ee Vem. fC eee (b) (b) | _% | @ | 
Gr. BRITAIN. ; 
Week ended Nov. 11 10 10 j 26 | 39 12 63 30 
| a — 
; 1915 10 | i 7 | 68 13| 36 5 66 191 
—— ; 1914 10 12 2| 3 5] 95 | 660 
PP toitead _t 1918 1 | 16 1 | 2 2 s| 23; 45) 4] 55 | 682 
| | 
Total for 46 weeks, 1916 mn | 473 | 558 1 | 24 44 | 112 | 1838 | 4156 | 222] 3929 | 8977 
“ , 1925 504 | 570 | 38 | 463 | 42 | 76 | 728 $1567] 174] 3584 | 15866 
ag ee 1914 641 | 702 | 24 | 124 90 | 271 | 1530 | 2642] 170] 3865 | 36708 
— i 1918 490 | 539 1 | 23 | 185 | 828] 2151 | 4258] 158] 2215 | 28646 








(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 14, 1916 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 






















































ere | Outbreaks ” 

‘} FLAND. Week ended Nov. 11 | | & 1 11 5 52 

1915 1 1 ; | 7 4 5 

Corresponding Week in 1914 eee eee eee | 4 1 21 

a 1913 oe Tove | 120 2 | 1 

: otal for 46 weeks, 1916 3] 7 59 394 | 290 | 1677 
1915 “S Eee Pee oe 1 3 65 362 224 | 1277 

orresponding period in {1914 1 1 76 =| 957 eee ove 72 444 181 917 

lisis om Diem TPR Syed 1 1 1 448 128 830 











Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for I 
Norz.—The figure for the Current Year are onl 
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reland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 18, 1916 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infecti 
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